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Preface by the Author 


Seek Hashem and you will find Him. 


(Note: Hashem is neither male nor female). 


Judaism requires us to do Mitzvot and to follow Torah. 
We are commanded not to sit idle but to act: 


e Learning about Hashem is an act. 
e Attending religious services in shul is encouraged. 
e Helping others is a Mitzvah. 

This little book may take you soaring to new heights. 


Your relationship with Upstairs may develop to a new level as a result of your 
reading this book. 


You will uncover a new slant on familiar names/ideas. 


Book compiled by Howard Joffe 


DEDICATION 


This book is dedicated to my beloved parents 
Father of blessed memory: PHILIP JOFFE Shruga ben Aaron Dov 


Mother of blessed memory: MARY NEE ROCK JOFFE Miera bat Hirsch 
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Foreword by Rabbi Stuart Serwator 
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1. ALBERT EINSTEIN ON BEING A JEW 


“| believe in the brotherhood of man and in the 
uniqueness of the individual. 


It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of 
the mysteries of life each day - mysteries of eternity, of 
life, of the marvellous structure of reality. 

Never lose a holy curiosity. Try not to become a man of 
success but rather try to become a man of value. 

He who is considered successful in our day is one who 
gets more out of life than he puts in. But a man of 
value will give more than he receives 


Source: “Pathways in Judaism” written by Chief Rabbi 


Professor Israel Abrahams, who was the Chief Rabbi of 
Cape Town and South West Africa. 
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2. Edward De Bono 


You might not recognize this name. Teacher and author De Bono is widely 
known as 


e The man who coined the term /aleral thinking (thinking outside the 
box). 
e With the revival of Japanese manufacturing industry after WWII. 


So who is this man? 


De Bono once wrote an entire book during a flight - he respected the gift of 
time and acted accordingly. 


I Googled to find out more about this man who was born in Malta in 
To my knowledge he is not of our Jewish faith. 


I inserted this page on DE BONO following the insertion of the page on 
ALBERT EINSTEIN. 


Einstein was seen as a failure at school. He appeared disinterested and lazy. 
His first job was that of a junior clerk in Switzerland. That everybody thought 
he would not amount to much tells us about our perceptions in this world. 


Back to DE BONO, who is a Maltese physician, psychologist, author, inventor, 
philosopher and consultant. He wrote the book “Six Thinking Hats” and is a 
proponent of the teaching of thinking as a subject in schools. 


About those 6 hats: 


The six thinking hats is a tool to boost the productivity of creative thinking by 
dividing up the different styles of thinking into six "hats': 


. Logic, 

. Emotion, 
. Caution, 
. Optimism, 
. Creativity, 
. Control. 


De Bono assisted the Japanese to rebuild after the Second World War. You 
would know that Japan is today a world power in car manufacturing. Their 
manufacturing operating system called JUST IN TIME has been copied by other 
countries. 
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Dr. Edward de Bono is widely regarded as the world’s leading authority in the 
field of creative and conceptual thinking, and the direct teaching of thinking 
as a Skill. He has authored 60 books on the topic of thinking, which have 
been translated into 35 languages. Dr. de Bono’s sessions, invariably sell- 
outs, are sought after by business, government and education globally. 


Edward de Bono graduated from the University of Malta. He attended Oxford 
as a Rhodes Scholar, where he earned his MD, and two PhD’s. Dr. de Bono 
has held faculty appointments at the universities of Oxford, Cambridge, 
London and Harvard. 


Dr. de Bono has made two TV series: “de Bono’s Thinking Course” tor the 
BBC and “ The Greatest Thinkers” tor WDR, Germany. 


Peter Ueberroth, who organized the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles (and 
for the first time ever, turned a profit), attributed his success to the use of 
Edward de Bono’s Laferal Thinking tools. So did John Bertrand, skipper of the 
successful challenge for the America’s Cup. Ron Barbaro, past president of 


Prudential Insurance also attributed his invention of the “living needs 


benefits” package, which revolutionized the insurance industry, to the power 
of the de Bono tools. 


Edward de Bono’s corporate clients include: IBM, DuPont, Prudential, 
Siemens, Electrolux, Shell, Exxon, NTT, Motorola, Nokia, Ericsson, Ford, 
Microsoft, AT&T, Saatchi & Saatchi, and many more. Recent achievements 
include: The International Astronomical Union named a planet after Dr. de 
Bono in recognition of his contribution to humanity; a group of South African 
University professors compiled a list including Dr. de Bono 

an International Thinking 
Conference at MIT recognized Dr. de Bono as a pioneer in the field of 
“teaching thinking”. 
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3. THE KADDISH 


The KADDISH prayer is an affirmation of faith in Hashem. 
The prayer can be said only in the company of 10 adult 
Jewish men, i.e. Jewish by birth or conversion. 

Some people mistakenly think they can say this prayer at 
the gravesite when alone. 

Not so. See the second line above. 

This is NOT a prayer to the deceased. We do not pray to 
the dead - we pray to Hashem. 

The deceased’s name is not mentioned in the actual 
prayer- | keep the name of my loved one/deceased friend 
in my thoughts whilst saying the Kaddish. 

The words are in the home - language of Babylonia 
known as Aramaic * as was in the Talmud - both not in 
Hebrew. 


Ladies may say The Kaddish in the presence of a minyan 
if they wish. 
HERE IS WHAT THE JEWISH’ VIRTUAL LIBRARY 
(Shaded in pink) 
The Kaddish is a prayer that praises G-d and expresses a 
yearning for the establishment of G-d's kingdom on earth. 
The emotional reactions inspired by the Kaddish come 
from the circumstances in which it is said: it is recited at 
funerals and by mourners, and sons are required to 
say Kaddish for eleven months after the death of a 
parent. 
The word Kaddish means sanctification, and the prayer is 
a sanctification of G-d's name. AKaddishis only said with 
a minyan (prayer quorum of ten men), following a psalm 
or prayer that has been said in the presence of a minyan, 
since the essence of the Kaddishis public sanctification. 
The one who says Kaddish always stands. Whether other 
worshippers sit or stand depends on the congregation. It 
is customary for all the mourners in the congregation to 
recite Kaddishin unison. A child under the age of 
thirteen may say the Mourner's Kaddish if he has lost one 
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of his parents. Most religious authorities allow a 
daughter to say Kaddish, although she is under no 
religious obligation to do so. The Mourner's Kaddish is 
recited for eleven months from the day of the death and 
also on the yahrzeit (anniversary of a death). A person 
may say Kaddish not only for parents, but also for a 
child, brother, or in-law. 


The opening words, yifgadal v’yitkhadash, were inspired 
by Ezekiel 38:23 when the prophet envisions a time when 
G-d will become great in the eyes of all the nations. The 
response of the listeners to the first lines of the 
mourners is a public declaration of the belief that G-d is 
great and holy: Yehei Shmei rabba mevorakh lolam 
ulalmei almaya (May His great Name be blessed forever 
and ever). This response is central to the Kaddish and 
Should be said out loud. The earliest’ version 
of Kaddish dates back to the time of the Second Temple. 
This Kaddish is called the "Half Kaddish." Over time, the 
custom developed for the chazzanto- say th 
Half Kaddish following Pesukei d'Zimra of the morning 
service, after the Amidahor the fTahanun = § and 
after Torah reading. He also says it before the Amidah at 
mincha, maariv, and mussaf. 
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Kaddish was not originally said by mourners, but rather 
by the rabbis when they finished giving sermons 
on Sabbath afternoons and later, when they finished 
studying a section of midrash or aggada. This practice 
developed in Babylonia where most people understood 
only Aramaic and sermons were given in Aramaic 
so Kaddish was said in the vernacular. This is why it is 
currently said in Aramaic. This "Rabbinical Kaddish' 
(Kaddish dRabbanan) is still said after studying midrash 
or aggada or after reading them as part of the service. It 
differs from the regular Kaddish because of its inclusion 
of a prayer for rabbis, scholars and their disciples. While 
anyone may Say this Kaddish, it has become the custom 
for mourners to say the Rabbinical Kaddish in addition to 
the Mourner's Kaddish. 

By Talmudic times, it became customary to conclude the 
prayer service with the Kaddish. A sentence was added 
(the line beginning ffkabel, "let be accepted") that 
replaces the passage for the rabbis and disciples and 
asks G-d to accept all prayers that were recited. 

This Kaddish is called Kaddish Shalem (Whole or 

Full Kaddish) and is still said by the chazzan at the end of 
the service. The full Kaddish includes two sentences, 
added to the Half Kaddish around the eighth century, that 
reflect the traditional yearning for peace (Yehei shlomo 
rabba and Oseh shalom).A \ast form of the Kaddish, 
known as "The Great Kaddisf' is said at a siyum, when a 
tractate of the Talmud is completed. 


WE JEWS DO NOT PRAY TO OUR DECEASED 
LOVED ONES. WE PRAY ONLY TO HASHEM. 


Page 11 of 54 





4. About the AMIDAH 


The Amidah prayer (now consisting of nineteen prayers 
instead of the original eighteen); its origin is Rabbinic. It 
is not found in The Torah. It is our most important prayer 
given that THE SHEMA is a psalm. The Hebrew term 


Shemoneh Esrei, means 18 - the original name for 18 


has remained intact. 


The only change to the original 18 was the insertion of 
additional prayer dealing against heretics. This change was 
made in the 6" century. 


We stand to recite this prayer. We do not move nor talk neither 
during the Amidah nor during the repetition. There is no 
repetition when there is no minyan. 


I learnt this morning Friday 25 December 2020 thanks to 

Rabbi Ruben Suiza talking about Joseph being a Tzadik — proof 

of his opening words to his brothers indicating how he 

perceived them to be his brothers and that Joseph had not 

embarrassed them in front of the Egyptian bodyguards in the 
that other Tzadiks include 


e Noah who was the best of his generation. 

e Ezra the Scribe who had done such amazing work 
bringing the Jewish people back to Judaism after our 
being in Babylon and at the mercy of the Greeks. 


It was Ezra the Scribe who combined the oral law with our 
other laws and converted the text into modern day Hebrew - 
included his design and layout of The Amidah. 
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The JVL has this to say about Ezra who lived in the 5" Century: 


Ezra (480-440 BCE), also called Ezra the Scribe (£zra ha- 
Sofer) and Ezra the Priest in the Book of Ezra, was a Jewish 
scribe and a priest. According to the Hebrew Bible he was a 
descendant of Seraiah (Ezra 7:1) the last high priest to serve 
in the first temple (kings 2 25:18), and a close relative 
of Joshua the first High Priest of the second temple (chronicles 
1 5:40-41. see also Ezra 3:2). He returned from 

the Babylonian exile and reintroduced 

the Torah in Jerusalem (Ezra 7-10 and Nehemiah 8). 
According to 1 Esdras, a Greek translation of the Book of Ezra 
still in use in Eastern Orthodoxy, he was also a high priest. 
Rabbinic tradition holds that he was only a common priest. 


Several traditions have developed over his place of burial. One 
tradition says that he is buried in al-Uzayr near Basra (Iraq), 
while another tradition alleges that he is buried in 
Tadif near Aleppo, in northern Syria. 


His name may be an abbreviation of Azaryahu, "G-d-helps'. 


the Torah. He was described as exhorting the Israelite people 
to be sure to follow the Torah Law so as not to intermarry with 
people of particular different religions, a set of commandments 
described in the Pentateuch. 


Ezra, known as "Ezra the scribe" in Chazalic literature, is a 
highly respected figure in Judaism. 
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braved the opposition of some of his own countrymen to purify 
the community by enforcing the dissolution of the sinful 
marriages. Some years later Artaxerxes sent Nehemiah (a 
Jewish noble in his personal service) to Jerusalem as governor 
with the task of rebuilding the city walls. Once this task was 
completed Nehemiah had Ezra read the Law of Moses 
(the Torah) to the assembled Israelites, and the people and 
priests entered into a covenant to keep the law and separate 
themselves from all other peoples. 


Source: Wikipedia 


The Jewish Virtual Library states the following about THE 


The Amidah is the central prayer of all four 

services: shacharit (morning), mincha (afternoon), maariv 
(evening), and mussaf (additional). 

The word Amidah literally means standing, because it is 
recited while standing. It is also known as Shemoneh 
Esref, meaning eighteen, because it originally consisted of 
eighteen blessings and as /efilah (prayer) because it is 
the most important Jewish prayer. 

The obligation to pray three times a day, which was 
established by Ezra and codified in 

the Talmud (Serakhot 26b), is fulfilled by reciting 

the Amidah. 

One should stand with one's feet together while reciting 
the Amidah as a show of respect for G-d. We commence 
our prayers for The Amidah by taking 3 steps back and 
then 3 forward starting on the right foot. 

The Amidah is a person's opportunity to approach G-d in 
private prayer, and should therefore be said quietly. The 
words must be audible to oneself, but one should be 
careful to pray softly enough not to disturb others. If one 
is alone, it is permissible to raise one's voice slightly if it 
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helps concentration. It is forbidden to interrupt 
the Amidah even to greet an important person. One 
Should not even acknowledge a greeting. Only a grave 
emergency justifies interrupting the Amidah, since it is 
considered a conversation with G-d. 


. This repetition is called Aazarat ha-shatz. 
It was instituted originally for the benefit of those who 
were not able to recite the Amidah properly on their own. 
By listening and answering "Amen" at the end of each 
blessing, these worshipers fulfilled their obligation of 
prayer. 


HNJ 25/1/21 
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5. About Purim 


Source “Torah Fax” received 16 February 2021 


The festive holiday of Purim begins next week Thursday night, 
February 25, and Friday, February 26. The following are 
Questions & Answers about Purim: 


Q. Why do we make noise when Haman's name is mentioned 
during the Megilah reading? 


A. Haman descended from Amalek. The Torah commands us, 
"You must erase the remembrance of Amalek." Thus, when 
Haman is mentioned in the Megilah, we "erase" and blot out his 
name by making noise. 


Q. Why do we read from a Megilah which is folded in layers, 
rather than a Megilah rolled like a Torah?" 


A. Esther and Mordechai refer to the Megilah as "Igeret' - 


"letter". We fold the Megilah to look like a "letter". 


Q. Mordechai played a role in the story of Purim together with 
Esther. Why is the Megilah called "Megilat Esther" - "Scroll of 
Esther"? 


A. The Megilah tells us that Esther's Jewish identity was 
originally not known, so her life was not affected by Haman's 
decree. Yet, Esther risked death, to plead for her people 
revealing her Jewish identity. Since Esther put her life in 
danger more than Mordechai, the Megilah was named after 
her. 


Also, Esther was the one who insisted that the story of Purim 
be recorded and be added to our Holy Scriptures, thus, it was 
named "Megilat Esther." 


Another reason: Megilat Esther is the only book in Scriptures 
in which G-d’s name is not mentioned. "Esther" comes from the 
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root "Astir," which means to "hide." The name “Megilat Esther" 
alludes to the fact that G-d's presence in the Megilah is 
"hidden." 


Q. Why doesn't G-d's name appear in the Megilah? 


A. G-d performs miracles in two ways. One way is by changing 
the laws of nature temporarily. For example, the Exodus, the 
splitting of the Sea, the Giving of the Torah, the miracle of 
Chanukah, when a small amount of oil, enough to burn only 
One day, lasted eight days etc. These miracles were in a 
revealed way. 


Another way is that G-d "hides" the miracle within nature. In 
this case, we do not see an obvious miracle. Purim was a 
"hidden" miracle, for it came through Queen Esther's 
intervention in which Case one may attribute the final outcome 
not to a Divine miracle but to the King’s desire to please his 
queen. This is emphasized by the fact that 


G-d's name does not appear in the Megilah. Miracles like these 
require effort to recognize their G-dly connection. 


The lesson for us: We too, throughout our lives, experience two 
kinds of miracles: 


e "Open miracles," when we see no way out of a difficult 
Situation and then salvation occurs. 
Then there are "hidden miracles" which include the every 
day events, (walking, talking, breathing, movement... etc.) 
which we take for granted. Miracles like these are part of 
our daily tests. Purim teaches us that the daily “hidden 
miracles,” in which G-d’s presence is not revealed, 
actually represent the greatest miracle of all! 


PS: Purim means "lots". The Megilah tells us that upon 
receiving permission to kill the Jewish people, Haman cast 
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"lots" to choose the day and month in which to execute his 
plan. 


We read in our prayers “I will EXALT you, my G-d the King. 
Every day I will bless you “ 


HNJ 


Page 18 of 54 





Source Chabad 


Adapted by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks; from the teachings of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe 


Portion of the week: Tevet 29, 5781 - January 13, 2021 
Vaera 
Moses and the Fathers 


The difference between Moses and the Fathers is that Moses 
embodies the attribute of Knowledge (chochmah)—and thus it 
was through him that the Torah, which is the Divine 
Knowledge, was given. Relative to him, the Fathers were the 
embodiments of the Emotions (middot). 


e Abraham’ served G-d_ primarily through love and 

compassion. He is called, “Abraham, My loved one”; 10 
and to men as well as to G-d his relation was one of 
kindness, both material and spiritual. 
Isaac exemplified the service of fear and austere 
judgment: The Torah speaks of G-d as the “Fear of 
Isaac.”11 And as a result he could tolerate no evil in the 
world. His “eyes became dim” when he knew of the 
idolatry of Esau’s wives.12 

e And lastly Jacob represents mercy—the perfect synthesis 
of love and fear, kindness and judgment. 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob never question Hashem. 


Moses who is blessed with knowledge does. 
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7. #$More on Moses 


Source Torah fax received Friday 19" February 2021: 


Today, the seventh day in the month Adar, is a 
significant day in the Jewish Calendar. Moshe, the 
great leader of the Jewish people, who led them out of 
Egypt and shepherded them through their forty years 
in the desert, was born on this day ...He also passed 
away on the seventh of Adar, 120 years later. 


e Q. Were Moshe’s parents, Yocheved and Amram 
related? 
Moshe’s mother, Yocheved, was Amram’s aunt - 
his father’s sister. After the Giving of the Torah a 
marriage as this is prohibited, but before the 
Giving of the Torah it was permitted. 
Q. How old was Moshe when his mother placed 
him in a basket near the water, to be found by 


Pharaoh’s daughter? 

At three months. It was the same day in which he 
would receive the Torah eighty years later. 

Q. Was there anything special about Moshe’s 
birth? 


1) Moshe’s birth was painless for his mother. 2) 
When Moshe was born, the house was filled with 
light. 3) Moshe was born circumcised. 

Q. The Torah doesn’t write the date of Moshe’s 
passing. Is there any hint in the Torah to the 
date? 


His name 
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being omitted from the Parsha, alludes to his 
passing. 

Q. How was Moshe’s physical condition when he 
passed away at 120? 

The Torah tells us that, at the time of his death, 
his strength had not weakened and his eyesight 
had not dimmed even though he was 120 years 
old. 

Q. On which day of the week did Moshe pass 
away? 

On Shabbat. The Torah also tells us that no one 
knew, nor will anyone ever know, his exact burial 
place. 

The Midrash describes Moshe's death as "Mitat 
Neshikin" - “death by a G-dly kiss”. 

The Torah says, "Moshe was the most-humble 
person upon the face of the earth" (Nu“. 12:3). 
True greatness goes hand-in-hand with great 
humility. 
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8. Moses’ Parents and More 


In Parshat Shemot we read about the birth of Moshe 
(Moses) and how G-d chose him to be leader of the 
Jewish people and to command Pharaoh to let the 
children of Israel out of Egypt (Mitzrayim). Moshe's 


parents, Amram and Yocheved, already had two 


children, Miriam and Aaron, before Moshe was born. 
MOSES AND THE MESSIAH 
Tevet 22, 5781 - January 6, 2021 
Shemot 


Adapted by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks; from_the teachings of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe 


In this Sidra, when G-d asks Moses to undertake the mission of 


redeeming the Israelites from Egypt, Moses replies, “Send, I 


pray You, by the hand of whom You will send.” The Midrash 


interprets this to be a plea for the Messiah to be sent in his 
place. What is the connection between Moses and the Messiah— 
the past and future redeemers? And what is the difference 
between them, that each was given a separate mission? The 
Rebbe answers these questions, and explains their significance 


in the life of the individual Jew. 
1. The Two Redeemers 


After G-d has repeatedly asked Moses to return to Egypt and 
lead the Jewish people out of their captivity, Moses finally says, 


“Send, | pray You, by the hand of whom You will send.” The 
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Midrash says on this verse, “(Moses) said before Him, ‘Master 
of the Universe, send, | pray You, by the hand of whom You will 
send’—by the hand of the Messiah who will be the future 
redeemer.” But this request of Moses was not granted, for it 


was he, specifically, whom G-d wanted to deliver Israel from 
Egypt. 


It can be inferred from the Midrash that there is a special 
connection between Moses and the Messiah, and it was 
because of this that Moses wanted the Messiah himself to be 
sent to Egypt. Nonetheless, the redemption from Egypt was the 
task of Moses; the mission of the Messiah belongs to the final 


exile. 


The similarity which they share (in virtue of which they have 


been given similar tasks—redemption from exile) is indicated in 
the Rabbinic saying: “Moses was the first and he will be the 
last redeemer.” This does not mean that Moses in person will 
be the Messiah (since he was a Levite, and the Messiah, who 
will be a descendant of David, will be from the tribe of Judah); 
but rather that the redemptive power of the Messiah will be 


drawn from Moses. 


The reason is that the first and major virtue of the Messiah will 
be Torah (according to Rambam, he will be steeped in it); from 
this, his redemptive strength will be drawn; and the Torah is 


called “the Torah of Moses.” Likewise, the power of Israel to 
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bring the Messiah derives from the service articulated in the 


Torah. 


This inner connection between Moses and the Messiah is 


alluded to in the verse “And the sceptre shall not depart from 


Judah... until Shiloh come (ad ki-yavo Shilo).” This is taken to 


refer to the Messiah, because the words “yavo Shiloh” and 
“Mashiach” (“Shiloh come” and “Messiah”) are numerically 
equivalent. The same equivalence also applies to the words 
“Shiloh” and “Moses” so that the coming of the Messiah is 
related to Moses. In addition, “yavo” (“come”) has the same 
numerical value as “echad” (“one”). Thus we can state the 
equivalence: “Messiah = Moses + One,” and its meaning is that 
the Messiah will be brought by service which has the attribute 
of “Oneness”; and the power to achieve this is transmitted 


through Moses. 
2. Descent For the Sake of Ascent 
How are we to understand this? 


The Rabbis said: When the world was created, everything was 
in a State of perfection. But after the sin of the Tree of 
Knowledge, when the serpent infected Eve with impurity, man 
and the world fell from perfection until the Giving of the Torah; 
for when Israel were at Mt. Sinai the “spirit of impurity” 
departed. But it returned with the sin of the Golden Calf, and it 


remains in the world until the Messianic Age when the promise 
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will be fulfilled to remove (utterly destroy) impurity; and the 


world will be ultimately purified and cleansed. 


It is a general principle in Judaism that every fall is for the 
sake of some ascent; and subsequent ascent is higher than the 
state before the fall. Hence the state ushered in by the Giving 
of the Torah was higher than that which preceded Eve’s sin. 
And by implication the Messianic Age will be superior to the 
time of the Giving of the Torah. 


A twofold movement creates this achievement of hitherto 
unreached heights: A descent of light (revelation, spiritual 
power) from its source in the infinite; and a corresponding 


ascent of Israel and the world. 


We find this in the Giving of the Torah. Even though the 
strength to fulfil Divine commandments preceded it (Adam had 
6 commandments, Noah 7, extra ones were given to each of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the Fathers kept the whole 
Torah before it was given, not only was greater strength given 
at the time of the Giving of the Torah, but a new power, 
different in kind from all that had existed before, was given to 


Israel when the relation of closeness between them and G-d 


began (“and You have chosen us”). This was a revelation of G- 


d’s essence; something that had not been disclosed in 


revelation before. 
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Likewise, the elevation of Israel and the world was 
unprecedented—in the inwardness and intensity of their 
purification. Hence’ their subsequent'§ degradation, in 
committing the sin of the Golden Calf, was not so great. Thus, 
although its effects (the presence of impurity) remain visible 


today, still, the effects of the Giving of the Torah are evident. 
3. The Messianic Age 


In a similar way, the elevation that will belong to the Messianic 
Age—when the Messiah will teach his Torah to all Israel - will 
be correspondingly greater than that of the Giving of the 


Torah; and this in two ways: 


(1) In the Divine revelation. For though at Sinai it was so 


intense that they could see it with their physical senses, it was 


only like the Messianic revelation (when “the Glory of the L-rd 


will be revealed”) and not equal to it. 


(ii) In the elevation of Israel. Whereas at Sinai the spirit of 
impurity departed, it remained in potential and reappeared 
with the sin of the Golden Calf. But in the Messianic time it will 
be destroyed and consumed forever. The whole essential 
nature of the world itself will be changed; not temporarily 


altered by specific Divine intervention from Above. 
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4. The Task of Exile 


Since every elevation must be preceded by a fall, the fall is a 
necessary preparation for it. It is the service in the time of the 
fall (while its effects persist) which brings about the elevation. 
The service of the Fathers, and the catharsis of the “iron 
furnace” of Egypt, brought the Giving of the Torah. And 
likewise, the Messiah will be brought by our continual service 


in exile to purify the whole essence of the world. 
5. The Meaning of “One” 


This can be understood by first understanding a well-known 
difficulty about the Shema. Why does it say, “The L-rd is One” 
and not “the L-rd is unique?” For “one” is an attribute of a 
countable thing; it is compatible with a second. But “unique” 


rules out the possibility of another. 


The explanation is this: The true Oneness of G-d is not 


perceived merely by denying at the outset the existence of 


anything besides Him (“uniqueness”—world-denying attitude); 


but rather by perceiving in the midst of the physical world that 
it has no existence in itself, by feeling in the context of a 


worldly existence that it is in one with (united with) G-d. 


The word “one” itself suggests this. Its letters in Hebrew 
(echad: alef, chet, daled) have the numerical values, 1, 8, 4. 


8 symbolize, as it were, the seven heavens and the earth, and 
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4, the four directions. All these are emanations from 1 (alef) 
the Source and Master (aluf) of the world. In other words, the 
perception of Oneness must not be a spiritual one alone, but 
one which permeates one’s whole view of the physical world 


and is realized in it. 
6. Torah and the Transformation of the World 


But how can it be that this world whose nature is (and whose 
name in Hebrew means) the “concealment” of G-dliness, 
should be receptive to a revelation within it of the Aluf (Master, 


One) of the universe? 


For this purpose, to make the world a fit dwelling-place for G-d 


Israel was given the Torah and the commandments. 


At Sinai, it was not merely that they were given so that through 
them the world should be purified and refined; but also the 
accompanying revelation transmitted the power by which this 


could be done. 


At the moment when the Torah was given, the whole world was 
entirely nullified in the face of the revelation—even “the birds 


did not sing and the earth was silent” - but this was a force 


from above rather than from within (and hence it was not a 


permanent state). 
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But from this was derived the world’s power to become refined 
itself, and hence become a fitting receptacle for a yet higher 


revelation. 
7. Moses and the Messiah 


Now we can understand why the Messiah = Moses + One. For 
the Messiah will be brought by the service which makes the 
Oneness manifest, and the power to do this was given through 


the hand of Moses. 


Hence the inner connection between Moses and the Messiah: 
The latter will be brought by powers transmitted through the 
former. And hence also their difference: The exile to and 


liberation from Egypt was for the sake of the Giving of the 


Torah, and this was to give Israel the power to _ purify 


themselves and the world. The task of the Messiah is to 
complete this process, and to innovate the subsequent service, 


when the purity of the world is complete. 
8. “Oneness” and the Individual 


Man is a microcosm of the world. And this cosmic process 
finds its echo in every man at all times: When he works and 
performs his service until evening; and entrusts his soul to G-d 
at night; and next day is made new again, and begins a new 


service. 


Page 29 of 54 





The service of the day begins with prayer and Torah. Through 


them a man receives the strength to serve (the G-dly spirit is 
diffused through his whole being by prayer) and to overcome 
the inclination to be evil (through Torah which instructs him in 
the right course of action). Then he is able to enact this service 
in the practical world (to the extent that, as Rambam says, 
“his wisdom is manifest in his eating and drinking”). His 
worldly existence (the chet and daled of echad) is subordinated 
to his Divine wisdom (alef); a recognition of Oneness 


permeates his physical actions. 


Then, when his day of service is over, he makes a spiritual 
reckoning of his day’s actions and rededicates his task to G-d. 
He says, “Into Your hands | entrust my soul... G-d of Truth,” 
and Truth itself is Oneness. For the Hebrew word for truth is 
emet—the first, middle and last letters of the alef bet, 
reminding us that G-d is He who has said, “I am the First and | 
am the Last, and besides Me there is no G-d.” There is no 
reality which does not emanate from Him, for when the alef 
(the One) is removed from emet, the word becomes met, 


“death,” the absence of life. 


Just as the Torah (through the hand of Moses) gives the world the power 
to bring the Messiah, so it gives each and every individual the power to 


refine his own life and environment, and so hasten the Messianic Age. 
(Source: Likkutei Sichot, Vol. XI pp. 8-13) 


Adapted by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks; from the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
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9. Moses’ Father in Law 


I listened to the recording of Rabbi Suiza’s shiur today Friday 


Sth January 2021 during which Rabbi promises to inform us 


next week of 


e More about the 60 years gap about Moses’ life from a lad 
of 20 until he meets Pharaoh when he is 80 to then 
become Hashem’s’§ appointed representative. Moses 
requests that Pharaoh let the Jewish people go free. The 
Torah is vague about these 60 years possibly for a reason 


which we will discover via Rabbi RS next week. 


Apparently the descendants of Yitro will make myself and 
others sit up in surprise. 


THE ANSWER: Not known too many is the fact that Moses spent 
some 60 years living in Ethiopia where he befriended the 
Queen of the day. 


Moses was married to Yitro’s daughter. It is believed his wife 
did NOT accompany him. 


Ethiopia of that time comprised of Sub-Saharan Africa which 
included Madagascar. 


In the course of the shiur today, we are told that YITRO the idol 
worshipper was one of three senior advisors to Pharaoh - 


e The other two being the evil BILAAM and JOB. 
When asked by Pharaoh how to get rid of the Jewish 
threat to the Egyptian kingdom (in truth we were not a 
threat because wherever we live in the diaspora, we 
contribute to the society in which we reside), YITRO’s 
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answer annoyed Pharaoh to the extent that Yitro decided 
to flee; Bilaam got his just desserts by being eventually 
put to death by the sword of those Jewish children whom 
he wished to kill by the sword. Job had remained silent 
on the issue of the SOLUTION TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE and 
he suffered a hard life as a result until forgiven by 
Hashem. 


Yitro becomes the father-in-law to Moses. 


We honour Yitro the idol worshipper who became a G-d fearing 
man practicing monotheism by giving a Torah portion in his 
name. 


To digress, we do not call Abraham using his father Terach’s 
name —- the father had been an idol worshipper and ran a 
business selling tdols to others....We do not say Avraham ben 
Terach! 


I believe it was Yitro who first coined the expression we use to this 
day - when we say BH. 


Rabbi Suiza informed us that Yitro had 7 names. When asked why, 
Rabbi said that Yitro was confused and was searching to find 
himself. Seven daughters and 7 names - why this is so still 
confuses me. Moses married the eldest of the seven daughters. 


We know that Hashem has 7 names which we do not mouth. 
Rabbi Suiza mentions 


e That we the Jewish people are THE BURNING BUSH - we 
might be burnt by our enemies but we survive. The bush 
was burning but was not extinguished. Neil Musikanth 
asked whether there was a connection to the story of 
Isaac and his father Abraham where the ram had 
entangled itself with the bush to be caught and 
sacrificed.... 


Page 32 of 54 





e The Kohanim of the SANHEDRIN took off their shoes to 
pray in front of the Ark because we believe that following 
Adam’s sin, the soil of the earth is contaminated. 


I end off on a personal note in tribute to the man Hashem placed in 
my path when I was saying KADDISH for my father in 1962. 
Sephardi Jew David Desmond Smouha - DAVID BEN YOSEF HA’LEVI 
insisted that the mourners at Rondebosch shul remove their shoes 
and stand in a line in front of The Ark to say THE KADDISH slowly 
and in unison. 


Page 33 of 54 





10. The Mishnah 


Akiba ben Joseph, (born 40 CE—died c. 135, Caesarea, 
Palestine [now in Israel]), Jewish sage, a principal founder 
of rabbinic Judaism. He introduced a new method of 
interpreting Jewish oral law (Halakha), thereby laying the 
foundation of what was to become the Mishnah, the first 


* 


The written law sourced from the oral law is the MISHNAH. 


The man who coined the expression "the L-rdis One" is 
attributed to Akiba 


Akiba was, it is true, apprehended by the Romans, imprisoned 
in Caesarea, and finally martyred (c. 135), but his offence is 
recorded as having been his continued public teaching rather 
than revolutionary activity. He accepted the agony of martyrdom 
serenely (he was flayed alive, according to tradition), grateful 
for the opportunity to fulfil the commandment to “love 


G-d...with all your life,” which he always interpreted to mean 
“even when he takes your life.” His last words were, “the L-rd is 
one,” the final words of the Jewish confession of faith 


(Hear, O Israel: the L-rd our G-d, the L-rd is One"). 


Akiba perfected the method of biblical interpretation called 
“Midrash,” whereby legal, sacral, and ethical tenets that had 
been sanctioned by Jewish oral tradition were viewed as being 
implied in Scripture. Thus, Scripture, in addition to its overt 
meaning, is understood as replete with implied teaching; it is, in 
fact, all-encompassing. The “Written Law” of Scripture and the 
“Oral Law” of tradition are ultimately one. Many Midrashic 
works of the 2" (to complete). 


SOURCE jvi 
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11. The Mussaf 


Akiba ben Joseph, (born 40 CE—died c. 135, Caesarea, 
Palestine [now in Israel]), Jewish sage, a principal founder 
of rabbinic Judaism. He introduced a new method of 
interpreting Jewish oral law (Halakha), thereby laying the 
foundation of what was to become the Mishnah, the first 


The written law sourced from the oral law is the MISHNAH. 


The man who coined the expression "the L-rd is One" is 
attributed to Akiba............. 


Akiba was, it is true, apprehended by the Romans, imprisoned 
in Caesarea, and finally martyred (c. 135), but his offense is 
recorded as having been his continued public teaching rather 
than revolutionary activity. He accepted the agony of martyrdom 
serenely (he was flayed alive, according to tradition), grateful 
for the opportunity to fulfil the commandment to “love 


G-d...with all your life,” which he always interpreted to mean 
“even when he takes your life.” His last words were, “the L-rd is 
one,” the final words of the Jewish confession of faith 


(Hear, O Israel: the L-rd our G-d, the L-rd is One"’). 


Akiba perfected the method of biblical interpretation called 
“Midrash,” whereby legal, sacral, and ethical tenets that had 
been sanctioned by Jewish oral tradition were viewed as being 
implied in Scripture. Thus, Scripture, in addition to its overt 
meaning, is understood as replete with implied teaching; it is, in 
fact, all-encompassing. The “Written Law” of Scripture and the 
“Oral Law” of tradition are ultimately one. Many Midrashic 
works of the 2" 


SOURCE jvi 
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12. More about the Mussaf (including the Mussaf Amidah) 


The Sabbath Amidah is an abbreviated form of the AMIDAH - and 
is different depending on the chag....See the yellow 


The Sabbath Mussaf Amidah, after the initial three regular 
blessings, consists of a composition in which the initial letters 
of the first 22 words follow the inverted order of 
the Hebrew alphabet. This prayer concludes’ with the 
description of the Sabbath Mussafoftering from Numbers 
28:9-10. A short prayer for those who observe the Sabbath 
follows, and the "Sanctity of the Day" concludes with the prayer 
beginning with the invocation "Our G-d and G-d of Our Fathers" 
common to all the Am/dof of the Sabbath (Hertz, Prayer, 530-4) 


Q: Why do we have this additional prayer? 


A: The additional sacrifice or prayer instituted on 
the Sabbath and the festivals. In addition to the daily morning 


and afternoon sacrifices offered in the Temple, the Bible 
prescribed additional offerings to be brought on Sabbaths, the 
three *Pilgrim festivals, Rosh Ha-Shanah, the Day of Atonement, 
and the New Moon. 


After the abolition of sacrifice with the destruction of the 
Temple, the additional prayer was formalized and took the place 
of these sacrifices (Ber. 26b; see *Prayer, *Liturgy). There were 
some fannaimwho regarded the Mussafprayer service as 
exclusively communal, and they held that it could only be 
recited when one worshiped with a quorum (*minyan; Ber. 
4:7 and Ber. 30a-b). The rabbis, however, made the additional 
service obligatory upon every individual, both when praying 
alone or with a quorum, and they endowed it with the same 
importance as the regular morning service (Ber. 30b; Sh. Ar., 
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OH 286:2). 


The Mussaf Amidahtor the three festivals begins with the 
prayer "But on account of our sins we were exiled from our 
land." God is asked to gather the scattered remnant of Israel to 
the Holy Land and to build the Temple. The appropriate passage 
detailing the Mussaf offering is then inserted, and the regular 
prayer for the blessings of the festival concludes this section 
(ibid. 820-8). 


The Mussaf service for the New Year is the longest in the 
liturgy. It opens with the same format as the other Amidot of 
that day, followed by the prayer "But on account of our sins," 
and concludes with the selection from Numbers 29:1- 
2 describing the Mussaf sacrifice. After this, A/einu is recited, 
followed by the above mentioned three additional benedictions. 


The Mussaf Amidahtor the Day of Atonement begins in the 
same way as that of the New Year. After the biblical selection in 
which the additional sacrifices for the day are detailed (Num. 
29:7-8), a prayer for the forgiveness of sins is recited. The 
*Confession (see *A/ Hef, *Ashamnu) forms an integral portion 
of this Mussaf service, just as it does in the other Amidot of the 
Day of Atonement. 


The Mussaf services of the first day of Passover and of Shemini 


Azeret are known by special names: the former as Ja/ ("dew'), 
because prayers for abundant dew are recited during the 
repetition of the first two blessings by the cantor; the latter 
as Geshem ("rain"), because prayers for rain are recited by the 
cantor at the same juncture. (In Israel, the custom is to recite 
these two prayers before Mussaf). 


NB! Hallel is said on the eight days of Chanukah. 
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13. The Red Heifer 


The Oxford English Dictionary used to determine the meaning of the 
animal HEIFER describes it as “ a cow that has not yet borne a calf or 
has borne only one calf .“ 


A cow is described in the same Oxford as “a fully grown female animal.” 
Also said to be “a domesticated breed of ox” 


The Lord gave us the instruction that in order to cleanse ourselves of 
sin that we use the ashes of The Red Heifer mixed together with water to 
make a solution that will purify us. 


One of The Torah’s commands is that we remember six certain events 
on a regular basis. One of these six events is that we have to remember 
how we angered Hashem by the sin of The Golden Calf - (Deuteronomy 
9.7). See ARTSCROLL page 177. 


I have been told by a Rabbi that there is a connection between The Red 
Heifer and the Golden Calf. Rabbi Suiza* when asked to explain replied 
as follows: 


“Rabbis state that we bowed down to The Golden Calf and sinned. The 
Heifer is perceived by our Rabbis as the mother of the Golden Calf. We 
use the ashes of the mother heifer to purity the damage which the baby 
had caused. There are many commentaries on this. “ 


HNJ 


Cape Town 


Sunday 18 April 2021 


*Rabbi Ruben Suiza is the former Rabbi of the Sephardi Congregation of 
Cape Town (at Sea Point) - now the Chief Rabbi of Lisbon, Purtugal. 
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14. Food we Eat on Rosh Hashanah 


Every holiday, in addition to the special prayers and the special 
Torah readings which pertain to that holiday, there are also the 
foods we eat which tell the story of that holiday. 


Rosh Hashana 2020, which begins Friday night, September 
18th, is no different. 


Rosh Hashana we eat certain foods which express our desire 
and wish that G-d grant us a happy, healthy and sweet New 
Year. There are various customs as to what foods we eat on 
Rosh Hashana. But they all have one thing in common; the 
names of these foods or their taste represent sweetness and 
blessings. 


For example, we express our wish that G-d grant us a sweet 
year, by dipping the challah (bread) in honey. We also dip a 
sweet apple in honey on the first night of Rosh Hashana and 
recite the following: "May it be Your will to renew for us a good 


and sweet year!" 


Dipping the challah and apple in honey is not only a request, 
but also an expression of confidence that G-d will grant us a 
sweet year. 


Many eat pomegranates to symbolize that our merits in the eyes 
of G-d should be as numerous as the seeds in the pomegranate 
and thus merit His blessings for the New Year. 


There is a custom to eat the head of a sheep or fish. This 
symbolizes our request that we should always be a head - to go 
forward and not be left behind or go backwards. The following 
prayer is recited in connection with this custom; "May it be Your 
will that we be a head and not a tail!" 
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As much as the holiday foods are important, the prayers are 
also very very important. This is why the holiday prayers are 
longer and more intense. Our prayers do count! This year is an 
unusual year, as many will not have a synagogue to go to. 
Whether attending synagogue or praying at home, we should 
concentrate this year even more on the Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur prayers. 


We should pray for a happy, healthy and prosperous year. We 
should pray for peace everywhere, especially for our brothers 
and sisters in Israel and the soldiers of the IDF. We shouldn’t 
know of sickness and health issues. We should pray for the 
coming of Moshiach. 


Source - Chabad Torah fax 31 August 2020 
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15. The Shema 
Saying the SHEMA 


We are commanded by Hashem to say the Shema twice daily - 
in the morning and in the evening. 


Our Rabbis have decreed that we ought to say the Shema when 
the majority of us are saying it - that we Say it as a unit. 


We can say the Shema at any time of the day but we have an 
obligation — it is a mitzvah (which we are compelled to fulfil as 
is Stipulated in the Torah): we should say it when the majority 
says it when they go to sleep and when they wake up. The 
reward is greater if we adhere to our obligation. 


To be succinct 


e Should you wake up and wish to go back to sleep, it is 
best to say the Shema upon wakening and then to go back 
to sleep. 

To go back to sleep and to delay the saying of the Shema 
is not correct. 
We ought to follow the majority of people who go to bed at 
a Certain hour (say before 10pm) and awake as the sun 
rises, some a bit before and some a bit after (say Gam to 
Sam). 
The Shema in the morning is said normally within the first 
three hours after sunrise. This is to obtain the full credit. 
If you can’t make it during this window of time and it is 
said later in the day, you don’t get the full credit, but it is 
still recognised as being having been fulfilled your 
morning obligation. 

This understanding following the question I put to Rabbi Suiza. 


HNJ, Cape Town 
Sunday 18 April 2021. 
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16. JOSEPH and his Dreams 
Joseph was given the wisdom to interpret dreams. 


I would like it be known that Joseph did not interpret dreams - 
This was Hashem at work helping Joseph by giving him extra 
portions of wisdom probably on a day by day basis. 


Some Rabbis do say that Joseph interpreted the dreams. This 
on the surface is not strictly correct. 


lin my humble way would say that with HASHEM’S hand helping 
JOSEPH recover from the unfair episodes in his life 


e BEING DUMPED INTO THAT PIT BY HIS BROTHERS 

e AND THEN BEING UNFAIRLY JAILED, that HASHEM came to 
his aid to rescue Joseph WITH THE GOAL OF HIS TAKING 
ON THE ROLE AS PRIME MINISTER OF EGYPT AND TO 
BECOME a LEADER OF MEN. 


Without Hashem, Joseph was just another good Jew. 


My teacher and friend Rabbi Suiza commented on this page 
saying 


“Very good Howard. 

It is Yosef who said it himself in a very clear language. 
Joseph said to Pharaoh - G-D interprets the dream.... 
Joseph is the conduit. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

RS” 
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17. Proof that Joseph is a Good Man 
Rabbi Yochi Ziegler from Camps Bay Shul adds this: 


“The very first few words that Joseph said upon meeting 
Pharaoh when summoned to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams 
In Hebrew “Bilada?’ - “It is not from me" 


Joseph exalts Hashem as we all are obliged to do. 
Without Hashem we are nothing but dust. 


The reason why Howard airs his religious views in writing or 
when he disagrees with something accepted in the public 
domain is not because he seeks credit but because.....see the 
red below 


At the top of page 27 of the Artscroll “always let a person be 
G-d fearing privately and publicly, acknowledge the truth, speak 
the truth within his heart, and arise early and proclaim:” 


Joseph’s opening words to his brothers in Egypt say a lot about 
the man. 


Howard Joffe 
Cape Town 


Sunday 20 December 2020. 
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18. The Words Used by Joseph 


Examining the Words JOSEPH Used in Speaking to his 
Brothers who had come to Egypt for Food - Source 
TORAH FAX 21/12/2020. 


Monday, Tevet 6, 5781 / December 21, 2020 


In last week‘s Parsha, Mikeitz, the Torah relates the 
story of Joseph and his brothers. Joseph became ruler 
of the land of Egypt, after correctly interpreting 
Pharaoh’s dreams. His brothers came to Egypt to buy 
food and Joseph recognized them, but they didn’t 
recognize him. 


Joseph, whom they think to be an Egyptian, accuses 
them of being spies. They deny it. They tell him about 
their family and about their lost brother. They tell him 
about their old father and their younger brother who 
stayed home with their father. He tells them that the 
only proof he will accept that they are not spies, is if 
they bring their younger brother with them, the next 
time they come to Egypt. 


The next time they have to go purchase food, they tell 
Yaakov that Binyamin must come with them. But 
Yaakov refuses. He already lost one child and is afraid 
to lose Binyamin too. After all, Joseph and Binyamin 
are his children from his beloved wife, Rachel, who 
passed away in her youth. He doesn’t want to lose both 
of them. In the end, Yaakov has no choice and gives 
in. Otherwise they cannot go buy food. 


Joseph devises a scheme in which he accuses 
Binyamin of stealing his special silver cup and wants 
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to keep him as a slave. The brothers argue with 
Joseph. They explain to him that their old father will 
die if Binyamin does not return. They offer themselves 
as Slaves instead. When Joseph saw the great devotion 
of the brothers toward each other, he knew that they 
regretted what they did to him. 


In this week’s Parsha, Vayigash, Joseph reveals his 
true identity to his brothers. He exclaims, “I am Yosef 
(Joseph)! Is my father still alive? Then Joseph 
continues, “I am Joseph your brother whom you sold 
to the Egyptians. And now do not be saddened nor 
shall you be angry with yourselves that you sold me 
here, for G-d sent me before you to preserve life..." 


Q. Joseph knew that his father was alive! He was told 
over and over again that Binyamin must go back 
because it would cause his father’s death. Why does he 
ask, “Is my father still alive?” 


A. “Alive” can also mean in “spirit.” One can be 
physically alive and yet be as good as dead. Joseph 
asked, “Is my father still alive” - how is his spirit; is 
he still the same as when I was with him twenty-two 
years ago or not? Yaakov was in mourning during the 
entire twenty two years that Joseph was away from 
him. Indeed, the Torah tells us that when they came 
back and told Jacob that Joseph was alive, “The spirit 
of Yaakov was revived and he became alive again.” 


“And now do not be saddened... for G-d sent me before 
you to preserve life.” According to the teachings of 
Kaballah and Chassidus, sadness and  dejection 
interfere with our connection to G-d and distort our 
view of what happens to us in life. Happiness is a 
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result of positive thinking which brings positive 
results. 


King David says in Psalm 100, "Let all the earth sing 
in jubilation to G-d. Serve G-d with joy; come before 
Him with exultation." In other words, to come before 
G-d one needs to be joyous. 


I have since learnt thanks to Rabbi Shmuel OZHEKH 
who is the Rabbi of Ohr Somayach in Sea Point, that if 
One is feeling in a state of depression, one is not 
allowed to daven. We must first seek thinking about a 
mitzvah we have done to uplift ourself before prayer. 
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19 About the Name of the Sea 
The correct name of “THE RED SEA” 
We read of the splitting of the SEA OF REEDS. 


I have established that what is commonly known as THE RED 
SEA should in fact be called THE SEA OF REEDS given the 
Hebrew name used in the text. 


I established this fact by asking Rabbi Serwator if there were 
two seas or one. 


It was explained to me that the name RED came about because 
of a typo spelling error when the scribe was copying the 
previous text. 


There is thus only one sea not two. (The Red Sea and the Sea 
of Reeds is one sea. The name “Red” came about because of 
an error in translation). 


CORRECT = SEA OF REEDS 
INCORRECT = THE RED SEA 
With thanks to Rabbi Serwator. 
HNJ 
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20. The Reason why Jews do not Cremate 
THE REASON WHY JEWS DO NOT cremate is because 


e Number 13 of the 13 principles of faith says “I believe 
with perfect faith that there will be a resurrection of the 
dead at the time when it shall please the Creator, blessed 
be His name. “ 

Singer page 90. 


Final line ADON OLAM song which says G-d will revive the 
dead in His abundant kindness —- blessed forever is His 
praise 

e Artscroll page 15 


MAYTIEM VERGAY AIL BERAV CHASDOHR, BARUCH UHDAY UDD 
SHAME TEEHEALLOTOH which means “G-d will revive the 
dead in His abundant kindness —- Blessed forever is His praised 
Name.” 


In addition, The Amidah prayer states this just before 
Kedushah.... 


morning service Artscroll page 101:” And You are faithful 
to resuscitate the dead. Blessed are You, Hashem, Who 
resusCitates the dead.” 
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21. About JC 
About JC, who else apart from MOSES has set eyes on HASHEM? 


Question: Did JESUS ever meet HASHEM face-to-face? See red. 


The Torah portion we read on Simchat Torah is_ Vezot 
Habracha. \t begins with the blessings that Moshe gives to the 
Jewish people and each tribe right before he dies. 


Then Moshe ascends Mt. Nebo where the Almighty shows him 
all the land the Jewish people are about to inherit. He dies, is 
buried in the valley in an unknown spot, the Jewish people 
mourn for 30 days. 


The Torah then concludes with the words, 
"Never again has there arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, 


whom the Almighty had known face to face ..." 
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22. JEWS helping MUSLIMS 
Report source: Jewish News 9" July 2020 


Author: Hamza Karcic 


How Holocaust survivors supported Bosnia 


Sarajevo Professor Hamza Karcic recalls how Elie Wiesel, Tom Lantos, 
Henry Siegman and Simon Wiesenthal raised awareness 


As he delivered his remarks at the Holocaust Memorial Museum 
dedication in Washington, DC on 22 April 1993, Elie Wiesel turned to 
Bill Clinton: “Mr. President, | cannot not tell you something. I have been 
in the former Yugoslavia last fall. | cannot sleep since... We must do 
something to stop the bloodshed in that country.” The significance of 
the moment and Wiesel’s appeal cannot be overstated: a Holocaust 
survivor at the opening of a Holocaust museum in America’s capital 
appealed to the leader of the sole remaining superpower to stop a 
slaughter thousands of miles away. 


Wiesel recounted in and the Sea Is Never Full: Memoirs, 1969- that he 
became involved in the Balkans in July 1992. At a meeting in London, 
president of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia Dobrica Cosic had 
Radovan Karadzic commit in Wiesel’s presence to shut down the camps 
in Bosnian Serb-controlled territory. Wiesel visited the Manjaca camp in 
northwest Bosnia and witnessed the inhumane treatment of Muslims 
and Croats at the hands of Bosnian Serbs. His visit to the besieged 
Bosnian capital led him to observe that Sarajevo had become one of the 
“most devastated cities in the world.” In Belgrade, Wiesel again met 
with Cosic and tried to “convince him to end the policy of terror against 
the Bosnians.” The pledge by Karadzic and Dobrica Cosic to close the 
camps was not honored leading Wiesel to conclude a piece in 7he New 
York Times in February 1993 with “...as far as Serbian authorities are 
concerned, | feel betrayed.” His appeal to President Clinton came on the 
heels of his trip to Bosnia and the broken promises. 


In fact, Weisel’s effort mirrored that of other Holocaust survivors who 
supported Bosnia in the early 1990s. On Capitol Hill, Representative 
Tom Lantos was very perceptive as to what was happening in Bosnia. As 
early as April 1992, Lantos urged fellow congressmen to support his 
legislation to impose sanctions on Serbia until that country ceased 
military operations in Yugoslav successor states. The Budapest-born 
Lantos was the only Holocaust survivor elected to US Congress and his 
support for Bosnia carried special heft. Over the course of the war, the 
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California Democrat co-sponsored legislation supportive of Bosnia 
including efforts to lift the UN-imposed arms embargo. 


While Wiesel travelled to the Balkans and Rep. Lantos provided support 
on Capitol Hill, Henry Siegman penned powerful op-eds supportive of 
Bosnian Muslims. The then-executive director of the American Jewish 
Congress deplored “the cynical and total abandonment of Bosnia’s 
Muslims by the West to certain slaughter or expulsion” in July 1993 in 
the International Herald Tribune. The Geneva peace talks in 1993 were 
“,..a ruse....to extinguish Bosnia as a state.” In January 1994, Siegman 
called for airstrikes on Serb positions and a lifting of the arms embargo 
on Bosnia. He harshly criticized the “moral equivalence” that Western 
governments used to “justify inaction.” A few months later, in May 
1994, Siegman was scathing towards the Clinton Administration for 
“the bankruptcy of ... Bosnian policy.” Seigman urged the US and its 
allies to “undertake a massive supplying of arms to Bosnia’s Muslims.” 


Across the Atlantic, Simon Wiesenthal’s voice was heard. Israeli 
historian Tom Segev in Simon Wiesenthal: The Life and Legends writes 
that following the dissolution of Yugoslavia “Wiesenthal stood up for the 
Muslims of Bosnia.” In July 1993, Wiesenthal appealed to President 
Clinton to airdrop humanitarian aid to Sarajevo. Several days after the 
fall of Srebrenica, Wiesenthal wrote to President Clinton urging the US 
to prosecute Bosnian Serb war leaders. In the letter dated 19 July 
1995, Wiesenthal wrote that in Bosnia “...with all their crimes against 
humanity, the ethnic cleansing, the slaughtering of civilians regardless 
of age, the rape of Muslim women - while they do not constitute a 
Holocaust, repeat many of its horrible details.” In this letter quoted by 
Segev and available at the William J. Clinton Library and Museum, the 
famed Nazi hunter wrote that Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic were 
the culprits. 


As postwar Bosnia headed for its elections the following year, a major 
concern was the pervasive influence of war crimes suspects. Segev 
quotes from a letter published in 7ie New York Times in early July 1996 
in which Wiesenthal and other genocide scholars urged Clinton to order 
American forces in Bosnia to arrest Karadzic and Mladic. 


As the 25" anniversary of Srebrenica approaches, it is important to 
remember the voices of conscience during the genocide at the close of 
the 20" century in Europe. Elie Wiesel, Tom Lantos, Henry Seigman and 
Simon Wiesenthal were clear-eyed as to what was unfolding. When 
European mediators pursued latter-day appeasement and _ UN 
peacekeepers vacillated between being bystanders and accomplices, 
Holocaust survivors spoke up for and supported Bosnia. 
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